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Our Focus in 
Reception Is 
Lifecycles 

Summer 2 
Term 1 

  

Key concepts/ideas explored in this unit: 

 Religious Education 

 Big Question: How did Jesus rescue people? 

 (Incarnation) 

Recall a familiar story beginning, middle and end. (The Very Hungry Caterpillar) 

Use pictures and words to record a simple story. 

Perform stories in various ways (song, dance and drama) 

Know that information can be retrieved from books and computers. 

Independently write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others 

Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together and knows which letters 

represent some of them. 

Children read and understand simple sentences. 

Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have 

read. 

Begin to use story vocabulary to record their own narratives 

Develop an understanding of describing words to try and entertain the reader 

Use colourful semantics to construct simple and compound sentences (using and or because 
to join two clauses) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 English Skills 

 story? 

 
 Physical Development 

Show increasing control over an object in 

pushing, patting, throwing, catching or kicking 

it. 

 

Negotiate space successfully when playing racing 

and chasing games with other children, adjusting 

speed or changing direction to avoid obstacles. 

 
Handle tools, objects, construction and malleable 

materials safely and with increasing control. 

 
Use a pencil and hold it effectively to form 

recognisable letters, most of which are correctly 

formed. 

 Understanding the World 

 Big Question: How do butterflies grow 

Develop an understanding of growth, decay 
and changes over time. 
Show care and concern for living things 
and the environment. 
Look closely at similarities, differences, 
patterns and change 
Observe in real time the growth of a 
butterfly 
Begin to use scientific vocabulary to 
describe the life cycle 

 Personal, Social & Emotional 
Development 

 Big Question: Why am I special? 

Describe self in positive terms and talk 
about abilities. 
Develop ways to self-regulate and manage 
emotions independently 

Begin transition to Year 1, thinking about how 

they feel, worries, things to be excited about 

Attempt to solve minor disagreements 

without adult support 

 WOW moment: 

Pet  Caterpillars! 

 

Hoo

Real life caterpillars have arrived at 

school! What do they need to grow? 

How can we record our observations and 

findings? 

 Maths skills: Comparing numbers, Mass and Capacity 

 
 Doubling and halving numbers  

Children will learn the concept of doubling a number (adding to itself) and halving a number or amount (2 equal groups) 

 Composition of numbers 11-20 

Children will continue to develop the understanding that all numbers are made up of smaller 

numbers. Use a part-whole models and Base 10  to show number composition 

 Use positional language 

Use positional language to accurately describe the position of objects 

 Begin to notice patterns in number (eg count in multiples, odd/even) 

We will investigate different patterns in number when sorting and comparing. 

 Phonics 

All children will; 

Revise and Secure and Set 2 sounds: 

ay ee igh ow (as in blow) oo (as in zoo) 

oo (as in look) ar or air ir ou (as in out) oy 

 
 Read books at Red Ditty level, then Green level and then Purple level, in order. 
 Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others 
 Use colourful semantics to construct simple and compound sentences  

 
Some children will; 

Learn Set 3 sounds: 

ea (as in tea), oi (as in spoil), a–e (as in cake), i–e (as in smile), o–e (as in home), u–e (as in 

huge) , aw (as in yawn), are (as in care), ur (as in nurse), er (as in letter), ow (as in brown), ai (as 

in snail), oa (as in goat), ew (as in chew), ire (as in fire), ear (as in hear), ure (as in pure 

 Read books at Pink level, then Orange level and then Yellow level, in order. 

 Understanding why Christians believe Jesus is a ‘saviour’ who 
rescues people 

 

 Learning to retell simple Bible stories 
 

 Exploring core emotions and needs (PSED: Managing Feelings) 
 

 Learning about people who help us 


