
 

 

  

What is a scaled score? 

In 2016, the DfE is making a move away from existing scores and utilising scaled 
scores. The DfE insists that scaled scores are used all over the world, and that they 
help to provide consistency in test results year-on-year. 

In a scaled score, 100 will always represent the national standard. Due to small 
differences in the difficulties of tests, the raw score (i.e. the total number of correct 
responses) that equates to 100 may, however, differ between years. 

The DfE say that they cannot provide a full overview of the scores until the first pupils 
have taken the tests (in 2016) and set a national standard.  

What they do state is that the scale will have a lower end point below 100 and an 
upper end point above 100. A statistical technique known as ‘scaling’ will be applied 
to transform raw scores into scaled scores.  

Once the national standard has been set, the standards will be maintained in 
subsequent years using a process known as ‘equating’. In addition, an ‘anchor test’ 
(a test that remains the same through the years) will be used to link one test to 
another and ensure that standards are maintained.   

How are scaled scores interpreted? 

A pupil’s scaled score is based on their raw score – the total number of marks a pupil 
receives in a test, based on the number of questions they answered correctly. This 
raw score is translated using a conversion table. Headteachers will be required to 
report the pupil’s scaled score in their annual report to parents, and whether or not 
they met the national standard.  

The DfE have confirmed that 2016 key stage 1 conversion tables will be published by 
the end of May 2016. Teachers will be required to use these tables to translate 
pupils’ raw scores into scaled scores, to see whether pupils have met the national 
standard.  

The DfE states that the old national curriculum levels are not relevant to the new 
national curriculum. However, they have provided the following “broad sense” 
conversion: “At KS1 [key stage 1] the national standard will roughly equate to an old 
level 2b. At KS2 [key stage 2] this will roughly equate to an old level 4b. Otherwise 
levels and scaled scores will not be comparable.”1 
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